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From the Manager’s Desk
Connecting the Community

The City Commission has made the expansion of the 
City’s network of sidewalks a priority for the upcoming 
year.  Some of the work has already begun and much 
more will happen later this summer and next spring. 

Project areas for this sidewalk construction season  
include the following streets:  Division, Escott, Spring, 
Jefferson, Cherry, Spruce, Magnolia, Lilac, and Chestnut. 
Priority was given to gaps in the network especially 
around schools.

Sidewalks increase safety for pedestrians, encourage 
mobility, and provide for an overall healthier community 
environment. 

The City’s hope is to continue to expand sidewalks and 
other pedestrian facilities such as bike lanes.

Hello, my name is Steve Cook.  I was born and raised 
here in Big Rapids.  My wife and I have three boys 
that we are very proud of.  Our oldest, age nineteen, 
is currently attending Michigan State University and 
our younger two boys, ages, fifteen and twelve, are 
both attending Big Rapids Public Schools. I enjoy 
spending time with my family, hunting, fishing, 
bowling, coaching kids in bowling (I am a coach of the 
Big Rapids Varsity Bowling Team) and playing softball.  
I especially enjoy softball this year as two of my three 
boys are on the same team. 

I began working for the City of Big Rapids in January 
of 2008 as a Water Plant Operator. During my tenure 
as an operator, I studied and took multiple tests in 
order to obtain my necessary licenses.  In March 2016, 
I became the Superintendent of the Water Treatment 
Plant.

At the City Commission
On Monday, July 01, the Mayor provided his annual 
State of the City address. The City Commission also 
heard an update on the State of Michigan Fireworks 
Statute and discussed a potential transit millage. 
Several points of business were decided including:

• Renaming Centennial Park to Rotary Park,
• Prohibiting smoking at the new Fitness Court in 

Rotary Park, and
• Authorizing a ballot proposal to amend the City 

Charter to extend term limits for members of the 
City Commission from 12 years to 20 years. More 
information on this issue will be coming as the 
November election approaches.

Commission meetings are always open to the public. 
You are welcome to join on the 1st and 3rd Monday 
of the month at 6:30 PM at City Hall.

Meet and Greet: Steve Cook, 
Superintendent of the 
Water Treatment Plant



As the Superintendent of the Water Treatment Plant, 
I oversee the drinking water for the community.  I am 
blessed to work with a staff that also takes this task very 
seriously. At the Water Treatment Plant, we sample, 
test, and treat the water daily.  This includes reports 
for documenting and reporting to the Environment, 
Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) and the local health 
department.  In the past few years, all four of the city’s 
water towers have been freshly painted, with the last 
one (State Street Tower) completed last summer.  We 
are now looking forward to having the two reservoirs 
located at the plant being painted in the near future.

Currently, we are sampling the distribution system 
for the presence of lead and copper along with 
water quality parameters.  This task is always quite 
challenging as laws and regulations are continuously 
changing.

Being born and raised here in Big Rapids, I love this 
community and the people.  I am grateful to be able 
to raise my family in such a wonderful community.  I 
feel thankful and proud to be able to serve and give 
back to this community that has given so much to me 
and my family.

By the Numbers: 06/17-06/30
Dial-a-Ride Service
• 2,564 Total Passengers
• 2,564 Demand Response Passengers
• 425 Adult Riders and 684 Child Riders
• 1,455 Senior or Disabled Riders
Public Safety
• On Friday June 28th, three brothers were 

charged in the US District Court in Grand Rapids 
for passing counterfeit bills in April 2019 after a 
joint investigation between the BRDPS, MCSO, 
and the US Secret Service.

• An investigation is ongoing into numerous 
checks passed to local businesses by a 32-year-
old male with insufficient funds. Charges are 
being sought.

• The Fire Division responded to 37 calls for service. 
• A big welcome to new Firefighter David Vogel!

Want to Run for City Commission?
City residents interested in running for a position on 
the City Commission may pick up nominating petitions 
at the City Clerk’s Office. Completed petitions must be 
filed with the City Clerk by July 23, 2019 at 4:00 PM. 
Complete election information may be obtained from 
the City Clerk’s Office, by calling 231-592-4020, or on 
the City website, www.cityofbr.org.

Meet and Greet continued.

State Street Water Tower

Upcoming Events
Big Rapids Community Library

• On Monday July 8 from 1-4PM a recruiter will be 
here to answer questions and help people apply 
to work on the 2020 Census.

• Come and read with Wilbur the miniature horse 
on Wednesday July 10 at 11AM.

• Sign up to attend a program from the John Ball 
Travel Zoo at 2 or 3PM on Thursday July 11.

• The Summer Movie Series starts on Friday July 
12 at dusk with a showing of “Spiderman: Into 
the Spider-Verse.” Bring a chair or blanket. Free 
popcorn provided.

• Summer story times are 10:30AM on  
Wednesdays at the Library and Fridays at City 
Hall in conjunction with the Farmer’s Market.


